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NEWS RELEASE
FROM SNARE DRUMS TO BRAKE DRUMS: PERCUSSION GROUP CINCINNATI
BRINGING ECLECTIC STYLE AND INSTRUMENTS TO PERFORMANCE AT UD
DAYTON, Ohio -What do 15 tin cans, a slinky, a conch shell, two doorbells, a water
gong, a ratchet and the roar of a lion have in common? Perhaps the more important question is,
what do these items have to dowith music?
In the hands of Percussion Group Cincinnati, everything. Tin cans, cactus needles,
garbage cans, brake drums and, of course, "just plain" drums are but a few of the usual and
very unusual items which become their instruments to world-class music. The ensemble,
comprising three percussion faculty members from the University of Cincinnati CollegeConservatory of Music, will drum into the University of Dayton at 8 p.m. Wednesday, April
18, in Kennedy Union's Boll Theatre.
Tickets are $12 for general admission seating and available by calling the UD box office
at (937) 229-2545.
Since 1979, Allen Otte, James Culley and Russell Burge have been building renown and
critical acclaim around the world and in venues as varied as orchestra halls, schools and
churches. The trio features a diverse mix of percussion music, including neo-classic pieces by
John Cage and Frederic Rzewski; new and experimental pieces by composers from the United
States, Africa and China; and orchestral concertos by Bach, Mozart and other classic
composers.
While traditional and familiar percussion instruments are part of the fare, Percussion
Group Cincinnati's musicians also beat on instruments more familiar to China, Africa, Chile and
other lands. They'll also readily use items not intended for musical use at all- John Cage's
"Imaginary Landscape No. 2," though traditionally notated on sheet music, calls for tin cans,
doorbells, ratchet, amplified slinky and other unorthodox tools.
When diversity of instruments aren't enough, the trio has been known to create attitude
environmentally, using only votive candles to illuminate the stage for a dramatic performance of
Karlheinz Stockhausen's "Zodiac," for instance.
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Riding the wave of rave reviews from around the globe, the ensemble even incorporated
one Fanfare critic's claim that some listeners "may indeed perish of ecstacy" onto its photo
postcards. Clippings repeatedly describe the artists' technique as, at the least, "exciting" and
often "extraordinary" and "brilliant." And if the reviewers are accurate and the group is true to
form, the University of Dayton audience can expect to be on its collective feet as Percussion
Group Cincinnati goes out with a bang.
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For media interviews, call Arts Series manager Barbra Lupp at (937) 229-2787.

